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II. SAMUEL, ii, gf, © | 
a TE be dun UITO 815 SERVANTS, KNOW YE NOT THAT THERE 5A TRANCE AD 
7» nnn SITS | 


Fehn S upon mortality and the 8 
empire of death, are ſo frequently made in the pulpit, as ſome- 


times to become tedious. The ravages of this great enemy to 
mankind are conſtant, and our afflicted friends frequently call 


us to ſympathize with them; ſo that every topick relating to 


\ till a new calamity takes place, and the peculiar circumſtances 
which attend the ſtroke, point out ſome pallage of "OE 
ſeemin gly dictated for the occaſion. 


the ſubject, fruitful as it is, appears to be exhauſted, and 1 
ſcarcely know whither to lead your thoughts on theſe occaſions, 


THE holy and wiſe providence of cop has rendered the 


words of the text a proper ſubject to employ our preſent med. 
itations; and not a perſon is there in this aſſembly perhaps 


who did not feel that propriety when they were firſt mention 


ed. We mourn this day one of thoſe diſtinguiſhed characters, 
which i in life command the reſpect and eſteem, and at death 


excite 
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| excite the ſorrow and lamentations of every good man. Never 
do we more regret the dominion of death, than when its power 


is exerted upon ſuch men, nor do we ever more deeply feel 
the vanity of all things below the ſun and the uncertain nature 
of earthly enjoyments, than upon theſe occaſions. - 


iT was the treacherous and violent murder of Abner, com- 
mander in chief of the forces of Iſrael, which drew from king 
David the words of the text. This great man was negociating 
an union between Iſrael and Judah, and was preparing to ſet 
the crown of the united kingdoms upon the head of David, 
when this fatal event took place. Joab, captain of the hoſt of 


| Judah. was jealous of the influence which this ſervice would 


give to Abner over his royal maſter; and ambition, burning, 
reſtleſs ambition, ſtimulated him to an act of mean and treach- 
erous cruelty, which his religion as a man ought to have pre- 
vented, and his honour as a ſoldier ſhould have led him to 


deteſt. He met Abner as a friend ; he ſaluted bim in the 
mode, and with the language of a friend ; but in the very a& 


of ſalutation, while the ſuſpicions of Abner were all Julled to 
lep, Joab plunged a dagger in his boſom, and removed for 
ever this obſtacle to his influence and advancement. Fatal 
indeed are the effects of a thirſt for power! It deſtroys every 
feeling of religion and humanity in the boſom: It ſteels the 
heart againſt the dictates of juſtice, of honour, and of pity; 
and often embrues the hands in the heart's blood of thouſands! 


Jay 1D reprobated 1 pointed terms this condud he tha 


= vant, and though the ſtrength and influence of the ſons. of 


Zeruiah 


zeruiah were then ſo great as to prever him from doing . 8 
tice upon Joab, yet he afterwards commanded it to be done. 
He lamented over Abner, and attended his remains with every 
mark of reſpect and honour, to the grave. Upon this occaſion 
the words of the text were ſpoken, and POPE Re 
n this faithful ſervant of the houſe of Saul. 2 


xn frailty of human nature and the ſocial qualities, of man, 

have rendered law and government neceſſary ; and thoſe 
who exerciſe them are, in the language of ſcripture, called 
princes. When magiſtrates anſwer the purpoſes for which 
power is entruſted to them; when they guard with vigilance 
and firmneſs the lives, the liberties, and eſtates of thoſe whom 
they govern, they are the delights of mankind, and the favour- 
ite ſervants of heaven. For; government is an ordinance of - 
cob, and thoſe who rule well over men are as “the light of 
the morning when the ſun riſeth, even a morning without 
clouds, as the tender graſs ſpringing out of the earth by clear 
ſhining after rain.” When men therefore who have ſuſtained 
theſe uſeful and honourable ſtations are taken away from the 

world, we are called to deep lamentation over them, to * ceaſe 
from man whoſe breath is in his noſtrils,” ©to avoid putting 
our truſt in princes, or in the ſon of man in i whom there is no 
help, for his breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 7 in N 
that very day his thoughts penſh.”” 


- THE idea of greatneſs 1s Sassy n to power al 
authority, and it is annexed with propriety, when ſuch power 
originates from its pureſt ſource, the unbiaſſed ſuffrages of a a2 


7 "IF 


L 
free people. e of enlightened citizets, 
to be marked out by them as the man whom they delight to 
honour,” to be at the head of a free, ſovereign, independent 
commonyealth, and thus to be deſignated as its favourite citi* 


zen, this is real greatneſs among men. It is a greatneſs far 
different from that which is cauſed by the fortuitous circum 


ſtance of deſcending from royal progenitors, , or which is pur- 
chaſed by the baſe arts of adulation and venality. The latter ; 
may be the lot of a weak or wicked man, the former 1 is not to 
be ſuppoſed attainable by any but the wh the mr, and 
the good. . 


TRE =IY Fc te is oe term, 1 a 8 
muſt be made with ſome other perſon, or objeR, in order to 
its. being applied to either with propriety, Go alone is ſu- 
premely great. Compared with him, © all nations are as the 
drop of the bucket, and are counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
balance. He hath meaſured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven with the ſpan, and comprehended 
the duſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the mountains 

in ſcales, and the hills in a balance. He ſitteth upon the 
circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as graſshop- 
pers; he ſtretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and ſpreadeth 
them out as a tent to dwell in; he bringeth CIO 
ing, and maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.” | 
11 is in compariſon with his fellow men only, that any mor- 


tal can be termed * great. God hath been pleaſed to make 
4 difference i in the moral and intellectual faculties of men, as 


well 


8 


well as in their outward fituation and citcumſtances. - There 


is a difference alſo in the manner wherein men improve. their 
faculties and uſe their advantages. And I will now attempt 
to deſcribe with brevity, to whom the epithet of the text can 
vith propriety be applied, and when we are juſtified in calling 
one of our fellow mortals a great man. Such a detail will 
prove the fitneſs of my text for this melancholy occaſion, and 
will point out the courſe to be purſued by _—_ oo wilt: to 

become great and honourable. 


THE unthinking world have agreed to call heroes and con- 
querors of nations by this flattering appellation, becauſe they 
have been diſtinguiſhed by their valour and their triumphs, | 
The mind of man is dazzled with the proſpect of ſplendid ac. 
tions, and they caſt ſuch a glare upon the optick of the ſoul, as 
prevents true and juſt viſion. Hence Alexander of the an- 
cient age, and Frederick of our own, both arbitrary deſpots, 
both lawleſs invaders of the rights of men, both ſcourges, heavy 
bitter ſcourges to their fubjeQs; have been dignified with the 
name of great: when they were really enemies to the human 
race, and by yielding to their mean and ſordid paſſions, they 
diſcovered a littleneſs which is truly diſguſting-. They were 
wild beaſts of the earth, who preyed upon innocent and de- 
fenceleſs men. They ſacrificed to their on luſt, ambition, 
and avarice, the happineſs and the lives of millions better than 
themſelves. They were the common foes of hymanity and 
peace, and merit the contempt and abhorrence of, mankind, | 

inſtead of their applauſes. 3 2 


B 


r governing his ſpirit, and regulating his temper and con- 
du@ according to the rules of reaſon and religion; by per- 4 
forming the duty which he owes to coD and man; by pro- 
moting the publick and private happineſs of his country and 
his friends ; by cultivating his mind and improving his facul- 
ties in the attainment of ſcience, human and divine; by filling 
with. dignity and propriety- every department in which he is 
placed; finally, by © living the life of the righteous, and dy- 
ing his death, a man may purchaſe to himſelf the flattering 
appellation given to Ales in the text. 


uE government of ourſelves appears to 10 coder by 
ſcripture, as the firſt mark of greatneſs. - © He, faith the wiſe 
man, that" is'flow to anger, is better than the mighty, and he 
that raleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a city. This do- 
minion over ourſelves implies not only a conſtant ſuppreſſion 
of the angry, the envious and reſentful paſſions, but alſo a re- 
fiſtance, an uniform and conſtant reſiſtance to every impure, 
unjuſt, intemperate, or ſinful inclination, It implies a watch- 
ful attention to the ſtate of our minds, and a power to deny 
ourſelyes, whenever our wiſhes and our duty interfere. This 
conqueſt is an evidence of real greatneſs, becauſe it proves 
our ſuperiority to the ſtrongeſt feelings of the human heart, 
and evidences that we can triumph over an enemy of equal 
ere equal policy, and 1 advantages with ourſelves. 


THE good are always great. The man who reverences the 


viv in his heart, and who embraces the religion of the deſ- 


ove and perſecuted Nazarene, proves himſelf ſuperiour to 
| the 


hd 


1 


. ar 
the caſuiſtry and the ſneers of thoughtleſs infidels. He is great 
enough to avow an attachment to his maſter, when others for- 
fake him, and manifeſts himſelf to be above the n 

and contempt of a misjudging world. He proves that he is 
great and wiſe, becauſe he can look beyond preſent to fut 
and more important objects, and can keep under his feet, am 
view with indifference what the world eſteems as the moſt 


valuable good. He is great becauſe he aQs rightly, according 


to fitneſs and propriety ; becauſe he honors 60D, recommends - - 


religion, and by theſe means does good to his family, to ſociety; 
and the world. His religion teaches and induces him to prac- 
tiſe ſympathy with the afflicted, and charity to the poor; it 
enforces upon him impartial, juſtice and ſtrict fidelity to all 
men, and renders him temperate, decent, and agreeable in his 
own perſon. Religion obliges us to improve our time and to 
cultivate all our talents, and where it is felt in its power, it ef. 


fects an attention to every thing which can , adorn, and 


o 


improve human nature, . 46" il 8 


TRUE it is that the world in general do not conſider piety 
or religion, as indiſpenſable to greatneſs. But ſtill a brief 
confideration of the importance of morality and virtue to ſoci- 
ety, will ſhew us the juſtice of the above 'remarks, Let a. 
man, deſtitute of principle, be endued with uncommon talents, 
or inveſted with. great riches and power, and how much in- 
jury will he do ! We are to expect nothing from him but vio- 
lence, oppreſſion, and lawleſs indulgence, and his example is 
ae to all around him. He is a ſcourge and a curſe on 

4 "Ib 


* 24 8 


a 
" ſociety, and when he dies, the world rejoices that it is freed 
from one of its burdens, A man, deſtitute of religion and 
morality, a man who'indalges his paſſions without control, who 
4s without principle in his mind, and who is debauched in his 
life, does not enjoy the reverence of e eee wil they 
f * to call him great. | 


"REAL en een is indeed real greatneſs, and is the true Sign 
ty of man; but it may with reaſon be obſerved, that eminence 
in the chriffian virtues, as well as ſome ſuperiority in moral 
faculties, if not in external circumſtances, are "neceſſary to 
eonſtitute greatneſs of charafter. The mild virtues of chriſ- 
tianity may ſubſiſt in the heart, and ſhine in the life of a man 

who is not, in other reſpetts, foperiour to his fellow men. 


8 TAE is a great difference, we know, in the faculties of 


- 7.50 


mankind. But whence this difference ariſes, except from the 
will of the DEITY, whether from climate, the formation of the 
3 body, or the peculiar qualities of our parents, has not yet 
been determined. The faculties of ſome men are weak ; ; they 
do not appear capable of receiving, comparing, or recollecting 

ideas. Others are endued with ſtrong and vigorous minds, 
and every thing within the ken of human knowledge, appears 
to be eaſily attained, and faithfully remembered by them. 
Some perſons are placed by providence i in ſituations favourable, 


to expand their faculties ; while others are depreſſed by the 

huand of poverty and diſcouragement, ſo as effectually to cramp 

their powers, and nip in the bud the bloſſoming genius. Cer- 

tan ſituations are neceſſary to call out men's exertions, and 
5 diſcover 


> 

diſcover the extent of their capacities, otherwiſe they „ill ie lie 
dormant, and neyer make their appearance. A warm and 
genial influence muſt arouſe the latent faculties, and prove 
what fruit they are capable of producing. Perhaps Newton 
and Locke, had they been educated at the plow, and compelled 
by poverty to labour for their ſupport, would have deſcended 
to the grave, undiſtinguiſhed and unknown, like other peaſ- 
ants, And perhaps in the meaneſt walks of life there exiſt 
men, who, if they were properly called out, would-ſhine with 
diſtinguiſhed luſtre as philoſophers, ſtateſmen and heroes. | 


BUT much, very much, depends upon the manner in which 
we improve our abilities and advantages: for in the intellectu- 
al as well as moral world, to him that bath ſhall be given, 
but from him which hath not ſhall be taken away even that 
which he ſeemeth to have.” Gob almighty places us in par- 
ticular fituations, and furniſhes us with opportunities of ex- 
erting our faculties, but we exerciſe our own volition in im- 
proving them. Diligence, induſtry, and attention, will often 
render men of ſlow and narrow faculties great. Such per- 
ſons frequently outſtrip thoſe of livelier fancies and more 
brilliant talents, who think that they have no need of exertion 
or diligence, becauſe they have a native fund within them, 
competent to every demand. That man is great, who, from 
ſmall beginnings, by his induſtry, his diligence, and prudence, 
riſes to univerſal learning or honorary diſtinction in che fields 
_ of ſcience. | | 


HE is a great man, who, with patriotick fervor, reſiſts neva 


temptations from wealth, power or honour, and boldly eſpouſes 
| | the 


u | 
the cauſe of mankind. It is great to reſiſt theſe alluremietits ſo 


faſcinating to mankind in general. It is great to have the boſom 
warmed with the love of our country, to ſacrifice our own 
proſpects to publick emoluments, to contribute by our ſelf 
denial, by our own counſels or arms, by our whole energies, 
to emancipate men from ſlavery, and ſecure the happineſs of 
millions; who are yet to be born.“ Such patriotiſm affords 
the pureſt delight to the human breaſt, ' It elevates our proſ- 
peRsin this world, and death itſelf is not ſo painful, when we 
confider that we leave behind us the good name, which is 
as precious ointment,” ſk that future RO ſhall © riſe 
up and call us bleſſ; $5 


. - THE ab or rather the falſe judgment of the 1 
huath induced them to call thoſe who are affluent in their cir- 
cumſtances, and who can thus procure to themſelves better 
accommodations, and -more 'refined enjoyments than their 
neighbours, great men. But, although the goods of fortune 
are not to be deſpiſed, for they are valuable as they give us 
opportunity to honour coD, and make mankind happy; yet 
no wiſe man will ſuppoſe that they give him ahy real greatneſs, 

or raiſe him above thoſe who, n. leſs Py, have more 
wiſdom or more virtue. | 


ix theſe reſpects men are great during their lives, but there 
is a period approaching upon every one of the human race, 
-which will try the efficacy of our principles, and aſſay the rea! 
value of our characters. This period is death, and the manner 
in ee we As will throw a light or 2 over our whole 

| ves. 


e 
lives. The great man, the chriſtian philoſopher, will diſcover 
a ſuperiority even to this formidable enemy, and will meet the 
king of terrors without apprehenſion, and with a calmnels, ſe- 
renity and dignity, which ſhall evidence that he is not weak 
like other men.“ Death conquers all men; and he h con- 
quers death, muſt neceſſarily be great. Delightful as well as 
affecting is it to ſee ſuch a man bidding a farewel to the world; 
unappalled by thoſe diſtreſſing circumſtances which ſtrike ter. 
_ ror into others, labouring to do good, even in his laſt moments; 
and yielding to the fatal ſtroke, only becauſe it is the will of 
ob, and becauſe it is inevitable.“ The principles of chriſti- 
anity alone can give us this ſuperiority,” and diveſt death of 
its ſting, for they alone hold out to us the certainty of pardon N 
for our ſins, and the glorious proſpects of immortality. n 


pf unk picture drawn in this diſcourſe, is a bright 8 | 
one. Its traits are agreeable and flattering to us, and we are 
ready, to. „call the great happy, and look up to them with 
envy ; but how mortifying is the laſt circumſtance mentioned, 
how mortifying is the reflection, that great and wiſe men die 
as well as the fool and brutiſh perſon Y* How humiliating to 
human pride is the idea, that none of thele, diſtinctions can 
avail us in the hour of death, but that the greateſt, the wiſeſt 
| and the beſt of men muſt be weakened by diſeaſe, and con- 
quered by death, as well as he who © knows not his right hand 
from his left, and who grinds at the mill” for his dailybread! 
But this we know to be the faQ, for it is verified in daily and 
moſt affecting inſtances. Where are the heroes who have freed 
_ 


26 


e! Abe eisen eee 
the legiſlators who, have laid the ſtrong and permanent founda- 
tions of great and happy ſtates; the philoſophers who have 
arreſted the thunder of heaven in its courſe, and taught us to 
inveſtigate the laws and properties of nature; the moraliſts who 
have defined the limits of right and wrong ; and the patriarchs, 
the apoſtles, the evangeliſts, who have made known to us the 
pardon, the light and immortality of the goſpel ?—They are 
gone the way whence they ſhall not return!“ The elements 
which compoſed their names only are known to us, and their 

duſt is mixed with common clay! Univerſal indeed are the 
ravages of death! He is no © reſpeQter of perſons, and he 
vihts, with equal certainty and equal indifference, the ſuperb 
1 5 of the wealthy, and the humble cottage of the peaſant! 


ux are theſe things ſo? Why doth “death paſs upon all 
men,” and thus indiſcriminately draw within its fatal vortex, 
every thing that hath life ? It is ſo ordered to ſhew that afuture 
ſtate ſhall ſucceed to the preſent, as men die before they reap 
the 'rewards, or experience the conſequences of their actions 
in the preſent world! It is to repreſs the towering thoughts of 
human vanity; to diſplay the ſovereignty of Cob, and the 
frailty of man; to quicken us with the greateſt earneſtneſs, 
to ſeek an intereſt in future and more important bleſſings; to 
nurture us in the ſchool of affliction, and to ſhew us that ſin 
is hateful above all things i in the ſight of ced. np 


| LET the conſideration, Tobſerve by way of een of | 
human greatneſs, lead us to admire the goodneſs of cop, in 


beſtowing 


2. 
3 ſuch e opportunities, ns advantages pen N 
The divine influence is the ſource of all things, good 
al in man. Every good gift, and every peifett gift, 
cometh doiyn from the father of lights, with whom is no vari- 
ableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. We are ſinful and unprofit- 
able creatures, but his © gentleneſs has made us great.” He | 
is © the father of our ſpirits and the former of our bodies.“ f 
He hath implanted © a ſpirit in man, and his inſpiration hath 
given us underſtanding.” To his free grace we may aſcribe 
all that we now are, and all that we hope hereafier to be. Let 
our attainments in virtue, in ſcience, in rank, or in property, 
be what they may, ſtill we muſt aſcribethem to bim in n whom 
we live, and move, and have our being. nh | g 


* 


 TH1S refleRion, with a ſenſe of our mortality, ſhould con- 
ſtantly keep us humble, and prevent us from © thinking more 

highly of ourſelves than we ought to think.“ For, with the 
utmoſt propriety aſks the apoſtle, © who maketh thee to differ” 
from another ? and what haſt thou that thou didſt not receive? 
now if thou didſt receive it, why doſt thou glory as if thou hadſt . 
not received it? Thus ſaith the Lox p, let not the wiſe man 
glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in * 
might; let not the rich man glory in his riches, but let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he knoweth and underſtandeth me. 8 8 
GREAT men are uſeful to the world. Thoſe who act under 

the influence of religion, and who are exemplary in their de- 
portment, recommend the chriſtian profeſſion, and induce 
others to EE it, 'Their precepts and their n intro- 

9 c duce 


as 


duce: the ſocial and relative virtues, and thus increaſe the ſum 
of private happineſs. Patriots are bleſſings to their country, 
and good rulers are as the ſhields of the earth.“ Men of 
elevated ſtations and affluent fortunes, who conduct with wiſ— 
dom, dignity and prudence, ſhine with peculiarluſtre, and _ 
neee all within their circle. RAT 


ro dp then let us be thankful when he raiſes up ſuch per- 
ſons to do good to individuals and our country; and let us be 
properly affected when they are taken away from us. Good 
and great men are the pride, the ornament, and the defence of 
their country. They awe © the chariots of Iſrael and the 
horſemen thereof.” And when it pleaſeth © the corp of 
| hoſts. to take away from Judah and Jeruſalem, the judge and 
the prophet, and the prudent and the ancient, the honorable 
man and the counſellor,” deep ſenſibility and humble grief are 
proper exerciſes for our minds, When * a prince and a great 
man falls in Iſrael,“ it becomes us to ſay with the pſalmiſt, 
For ve are conſumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are 
we troubled. Return, O Lon d, how long ? and let it repent 
thee concerning thy ſervants. O ſatisfy us early with thy 
mercy, that we may. be glad, and rejoice all our days. Make 
us glad according to the days wherein thou haſt afflicted us, 
and the years wherein we have ſeen evil. Let thy work ap- 
pear unto thy ſervants, and thy glory unto their children, and 
let the beauty of the Lox p our con be upon us. | 


© THESE, my brethren, are the duties which we are this day 
called to perform. The death of the Hon. Mr. Bowporn is 


* 


bus of thoſe diſpenſatlons of „ Ty ought to anal 5 


en our attention to the vanity of the world, and the uncertain- 
ty ol its beſt enjoyments. It ſhould exeite us, let our ſtation 
and circumſtances be what they may, to attend to the * one 
thing needful.. © The faſhion of this world is paſſing away.“ 

„We have "hop no continuing city, let us then ſeek one to 
come, a city which hath "NOR whoſe builder and maker 


25 
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"THE eager of this Wen man ee nt fachfully 
ems and is now under the publick eye. There is no need 
of my adding to it. But were this my practice, and were there 
propriety in eulogiums from the pulpit, I have anticipated 
myſelf. In the paſt diſcourſe I have dran his character, for 
he was the great man deſcribed by it. He feared do; he bes 
lieved, profeſſed, and practiſed the religion of jzsus RAT 
His family, his friends, the church of G0D, can teſtify how 
punctually he diſcharged the private and publick duties of re- 
ligion ; how conſtant he was in the obſervance of family devo- 
tion; how conſcientious in keeping holy the chriftian-ſabbathz 
and how unvaried in his attendance upon the duties of do 
houſe and table. Theſe offices of religion he evidently per- 
formed with that reverence, which we ſhould always feel under 
the immediate eye of oo. His religion was rational, uniform, 
and energetick ; it led him to be juſt. and generous to his fel 
low men; it induced him to. patronize every uſeful publick 
inſtitution, and made him tender but manly, affectionate but 
wiſe, as an huſband, a parent, a maſter, and a friend. Relig⸗ 
ion ſtrongly marked his whole character in life; it enabled 


#0 


ie to bea with ſingular fortitude and patience, as 
-diſtreſfirig illneſs; and it finally ſtrewed * the dark valley of 
the ſhadow of death eee eee 
over UG err. etch Kart 


Hz was © great” in the faculties of his mind, and he ir im- 
proved with ſingular diligence and induſtry, the advantages 
which cop had given him; ſo that we admired, in his charac- 
ter, the man of ſcience and the philoſopher, as well as the po- 
lte man and the chriſtian. He merited the approbation of 
his country, from his patriotick exertions in the period of its 
diſtreſs; he was favoured by his fellow citizens with their 
warm eſteem, and he was repeatedly inveſted with their higheſt 
honours. Under theſe honours, and amidſt the flattering diſ- 
tinctions given him by ſeveral illuſtrious literary ſocieties, at 
home and abroad, he conducted with that decent but ſincere 
humility, which proved him to be truly a great man. He was 
affluent, and he uſed his affluence to the beſt purpoſes; for I 
_ perſonally know that his charities were abundant and exten- 
five, much more ſo than many perſons have imagined. ; His 
religion was without oſtentation, his learning without pedan- 
try, and his dignity without pride. He lived an amiable, 
uſeful and honorable life, and he died a calm and peaceful 
death. Mark the perfect man and behold the upright, for 
| the end of that man is peace.” BY | 


| | wir his bereaved family this whole allembly will deeply 

iywpathize. . Cordially do we wiſh to each of them, the ſup- 

ports and conlolations of the religion of guz1sr. They can- 
* e 85 


not forget his amiable example and his excellent precepts. 
' They will, wre ſincerely hope, imitate his virtues, liſten to hies 
dying counſels, and conduct in ſuch a manner as that theꝝ may 
finally meet him in a better world, to part no mare forever! 
ruis church of our Lox» may upon this'oecafion, with 
great propriety, adopt the exclamation of the pfalmiſt, and 
ſay, © Help, Los, for the godly man ceaſeth, the faithful fail 
from among the children of men. Our numbers are con- 
ſtantly decreaſing. Let us be humbled before our Maker un- 
der his frequent rebukes, and pray earneſtly to 60D. that he 
would raiſe up others to fill our Meant places, and, like our 
departed brother, to © adorn the doctrine 1 c0p- our Save 
. four in al ching oo et AE Gn; 


MAY the learned and the humane 99000 over which Mr. 
Bownoan preſided, flouriſh and "increaſe ! May their uſeful 
and charitable exertions be attended with à divine bleſſing ! 
And, while the death of their Prefident reminds them that 
the © time is ſhort,” let them be excited to redeem the ſhort 
portion of it which remains, and not be weary in their” at- 


i calamity, | 


Wa: certainly right * the 8 of CHRIST | to make uſe | 

of the teſtimonies of ſuch a great man as We now lament, in fa- 

vour of religion, for. its enemies are deſirous of making us 

believe that all wiſe and great men men doubt its truth, and 

ſcruple its influence. It is the joy of my heart that I can nam 

bring the living and dying teſtimony of the late Mr. Bowo01n, 
| 2 


De truth and extellency of che religion of chilsr; 
and I truſt that you will not eſteem my adducing this teſtimo- 
ny, which may be ſo uſeful, as improper or redundant. He 
_ embraced chriſtianity in conſequence of ſtrict examination 
and ſerious conviction. He mentioned, during his laſt ſick- 
neſs, that the peruſal of * Biſhop BuTi.zzx's Analogy” had 
been of great uſe to him in ſatisfying his doubts, and confirms 
ing his mind upon this ſubject. From the time of my read - 
ing that book, ſaid he, I have been an humble follower of the 
bleſſed asus. His illneſs did not for a long time affect his 
reaſon; nor weaken his mind, ſo that he expreſſed, in ſtrong 
but humble terms, his ſenſe of the benefit of afflictions, the 
efficacy of chriſtian principles alone to ſupport the mind under 
them, and the importance of religion to our preſent peace and 
future happineſs. His hope was fixed 4 upon the foundation 
of the apoſtles and prophets, Izsvs CHRIST himſelf being 
the chief corner ſtone,” and it was an anchor to his ſoul, ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, entering into that within the veil. In his dying 
addreſſes to his family and ſervants, he recommended religion 
to them above all things; and aſſured them that it was the only 
foundation of peace and happineſs in life and death. His 
proſpects of immortality were bright and glorious ;, for when 
he apprehended his diffolution to be approaching, he expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction in the thought, that he was © going to the full 
enjoyment of cop and his Redeemer.” Theſe declarations 
were not occaſioned by the debility of mind, which weakneſs 
of body ſometimes occaſions... When he made them, he ap- 
peared to his phyſicians and friends to be in the full exercife 
| 08 <= of 


ok his faculties. His wind was collected and calm 8 2 
retained that ſenſe, of propriety, and that dignity of en. 
ment, for which he was remarkable in his full health. TOY 


xxx teſtimony of ſo dignified a character to the truth 80 
excellency of religion, will, I truſt, have a proper effect upon 
thoſe who indulge themſelves in ſceptical doubts; and who 
ſearch for no evidence, except ſuch as will confirm them in 
thoſe doubts. Let them examine both ſides of this important 
queſtion. Let them be careful that the faſhionable liberality 
of the preſent day, which has ſubſtituted juſtice and charity 
to our fellow men, in the place of piety towards Gon and the 
faith, repentance and obedience which the goſpel requires 
let them be careful, I ſay, that this liberality does not render 
them indifferent as to ſo intereſting a queſtion. , But let them 
ſearch, examine and liſten, © for. it is their life, Happy _ 
. ſhould I be, if the detail now made, by which my late excel. 
lent friend yet ſpeaketh, might have ſuch an effect, and thus 
add to the honour of cxr1srT. and the happineſs of mankind, . 


ALL human greatneſs, my brethren, is fading faſt away. 
The men who now act the moſt important parts upon the thea- 
tre of the world, and who have been the friends, the ſaviours 
and benefactors of their country, muſt ſoon © go the way 
whence they ſhall not return,” and & the places that now 
know them ſhall know them no more.” © The heavens ſhall 
ſoon paſs away as a ſcroll, and the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat. The earth and the things that are therein ſhall 
be burnt up. 2 The monuments of n Ou and maſs" 

| | ficence, 


ane esd, l an 
Mall become black as ſackcloth of hair, and the moon fhall 
become as blood, and the Rars of heaven ſhall fall, as a fg 
tree ſheddeth her untimely figs.” Then the great object of 
ſolicitude with mankind will be, that they may experience the 
pardoning mercy of son, and be admitted to the enjoyment 
of heaven and glory. And while the wicked * call upon the 
rocks and mountains to fall” and conceal them from the view 
of him whom they have pierced; they who © have waſhed 
their robes arid made them white in the blood of the lamb,” 
ſhall be acknowledged as the children of 60D, and the heirs of 
heaven. They ſhall enter upon the enjoyment of perfect and 
endleſs happineſs, and they ſhall behold the face of their glo- 
Tious maſter, and reflect his brightneſs through endleſs ages. 
Ax now unto him who is able to beſtow upon us this bleſſ- 
edneſs; unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only 
wiſe cov, be aſcribed all _ majeſty and ng e both 
now and * 85 5 
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Ihe following CHARA ©F'E R was” written ee we 
| hand, and was publiſhed in the HALB of s 
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Saturday morning laſt, at one o'clock, Death, 
with inexorable. hand, fummoned to the wotld of ſpirits,.the 
very much reſpected and highly revered character, the Hom, 
— nnen. ar wann e 
wealth. 
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Ir native genius, embelliſhed Lich all the 3 po. 
lite learning; if deep reſearches into the nature and 2 ; 
of philoſophy, 'and of the arts and ſciences'in general; if 
profound knowledge of government, and the politics of. his 

country; if the\love and eſteem of his fellow citizens and of 
the literati of the world, from an extenſive reputation ; if the 
prayers of the poor and needy, to wham he beſtowed with FI 
filent, but a liberal hand; if the tears of his relations and 
houſehold ; if the ardent wiſhes of his particular friends, and 5 
f of all who knew him; if ſincere and unaffected piety and re. 
ligion, added to the moſt exemplary morality, from earlieſt 
youth, could have emancipated from the grave. any character, 
this truly dignified one would have never taſted death : But 
© it is appointed for all men once to die.” 


e 
No trait in his character was . more ditinguiſhed 
than his laſt, his dzaTz :—Inſpired by religion, and upheld 
D Po by 
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of death with a calmneſs, a reſignation and compoſure, that 


ö marked THE) TRULY. GREAT AND GOOD MAN, Thus has 
died, if not the pride, at leaſt, one of the bri 


een, 
eee eee 8 GO . 
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GOVERNOR 8 to the honor of. Haivend. College, 


eien at that ſeminary: of learning; and ſo highly was 


he diſtinguiſhed for his abilities, that at a very early age, he 
was choſen a Repreſentative to the General Court, by the town 


of Boſton ; and was contm̃ued in that office until he was re- 
moved to the Council Board, where he ſerved with great repu- \ 


tation, until negatived by Governors Barna and Seck, 
for his decided and able oppoſition to Britiſh meafures. He 
took a diſtinguiſhed part i in the revolution, having been Preſi- 


dent of the Council of this ſtate for a number of years during 


the war; was Preſident of the Convention that. formed the 

te Conſtitution, and ſince the revolution, he has been Gov- 
ernor of the Commonwealth. He died Preſident Xt the 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, i in this ſtate ; Preſident of the 
Humane Society ; Fellow of the Royal Societies of London - 
and Dublin, and of the Society of Arts in Greatbritain, and 
alſo of other Literary Societies, both in Europe and America ; 
he was Doctor of Laws i in the Univerſities of Edinburgh and 
. | 
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o man was more known to the literati in all 
world: Few men have contributed more to 


knowledge and improvement of his country. 


8 * - 4 * . * 1 
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tt $wERT peace, and heav*nly hope, and humble) joy, 
e HDivinely beam on his exalted foul; 

« Deſtruction gilds and crowns hin for the ſkies, 

With incommunicable luſtre bright.” 


— - 
” * * * 2 ” 
- 
* 
- 
— 531 
1 - * 4 
= - . . 
- * v4. 4% * * = 
* 
" "= 
* . : . F 4 
. 3 5 
* 


1 
„„ 
# - 
» 4 
. a 
4 
© ® 
- 
+. © = 
* - 
* 


C a * . 4 
4 8 a 5 - ö N 
: # 
c , 
* * " 
8 ” 
* * * = = . . 4 a 
n Fo , » 
= 4 » N = 
7 
” " 
; * 
. * * % 
* * "4 
* 
ö * 
— 
: 1 5 
= 


